NEWGATE CALENDAR
Our couple, thus proceeding on their journey, had, by
their cruising or begging through the counties, picked up
about the sum of four pounds, sixteen shillings; by that
time they had got up to Ware.   Next, making the best of
their way up to London, within ten or eleven miles of the
same, having to cross a small brook over a narrow wooden
bridge, with a rail but on one side of it for the convenience
of foot-passengers, when they were upon it Goodwin threw
his blind comrade into the water, where he stood up to the
neck, but moving neither one way nor the other, for fear of
being drowned.   In the meantime his guide made straight
to London.    Soon afterwards, some passengers coming by
took pity on the fellow, supposing him to be really blind;
they helped him out of the brook, and setting him on terra
firma, he presently, by their directions, arrived at a house,
where, getting some warm water, he washed his eyelids,
and having got them opened he marched after his fellow-
traveller to London, where  he might   hunt  about  long
enough before he found him out, for Jack had got into
some ill house or another, where he was as safe as a thief
in a mill.
The Duke of Bedford visiting a person of quality one
night very late, whilst the footmen were gone to drink
at some adjacent boozing-ken, or ale-house, and the coach-
man was taking a nap on his box. Jack Goodwin, coming
by at the same time with some of his thieving cronies, took
the two hind wheels off the coach and supported it up with
two pieces of wood, which they got out of a house which
was being built hard by. On his Grace not long after
going into his coach, and the footmen getting up behind in
a hurry, no sooner did the horses begin to draw but down
fell his Grace, footmen and all; who, looking to see how
the accident came, found the hind wheels were stolen;
whereupon the Duke was obliged to go home in a hackney-
coach.
This John Goodwin, alias Plump, was condemned, when
he was but eleven years of age, for picking a merchant's
pocket of one hundred and fifty guineas, and was afterwards